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In spring of 2019, the kilogram will be  
redefined for the first time in 130 years. 
The unit is currently based on a physical 
prototype stored in a high-security vault 
in Paris. Weights all over the world  
are derived from this single kilogram.  
In response to the historic event of the 
kilogram’s redefinition, two exhibitions 
about the history of standardisation  
are presented at the TU Delft’s Central  
Library and Aula. On the occasion of the 
exhibitions, a symposium is organised 
highlighting the roles of standardisation 
in shaping technology and on individual 
scientists in defining standards – giving 
special attention to the historical  
involvement of TU Delft.

Part I: Standards are key to contemporary 
technological and industrial development. 
However, their essential role often goes 
unnoticed. This part of the symposium 
brings together researchers and  
organisations concerned with standards. 
Coordination of technological development 
via standardisation can be achieved 
through either cooperation (e.g. in  
committees of NEN, the Netherlands  
Standardisation Institute), competition, 
hierarchy, or combinations of these.  
Each of these ways are addressed with a 
specific focus on standardisation for 
cyber-physical systems.

Part II: Famous physicists such as  
André-Marie Ampère and Lord Kelvin have 
become name givers for standards in their 
scientific fields. Scientists, however, 
are proven to be skeptical of the 
defini tion and maintenance of standards. 
According to some, individual autonomy 
and creativity are hindered by the ‘iron 
cage of bureaucracy’ created by standards. 
This part of the symposium highlights the 
relationship between standards and indi-
vidual scientists, both past and present.

PART I: CREATING STANDARDS
Location: TU Delft Aula,  
Commissiekamer 3
14.00 Reception
14.20 Introduction by  
Desiree Hoving
14.30 Geerten van de Kaa (TUD) 
on standardisation for  
cyberphysical systems
14.45 Henk de Vries (EUR) on 
Multi-mode standardisation
15.00 Response from Rik van 
Terwisga (NEN, Netherlands 
standardisation institute)
15.10 Panel discussion and 
questions from the audience
15.40 Break

PART II: STANDARDS AND I
Location: TU Delft Aula,  
Commissiekamer 3
16.00 Introduction by  
Desiree Hoving
16.10 Frans van Lunteren 
(Leiden University) on  
Johannes Bosscha (1831–1911) 
and the Metre Convention
16.40 Response from  
Gert Rietveld  
(Van Swinden Laboratory)
16.50 Panel discussion and 
questions from the the audience
17.10 Closing remarks
17.20 End

PART III: VIEWING EXHIBITIONS
Location: TU Delft Aula, Foyer

From 17.20 onwards, the exhibition 
‘The Age of Standards’ is open 
to the public and drinks are 
served in the foyer. 

Additionally, students of  
The Berlage (Center for the 
Advanced Study of Architecture 
and Urban Design) will offer 
guided tours of the ‘Material 
Standards’ exhibition at TU 
Delft Library.

Location: TU Delft Aula Conference Centre, 
Mekelweg 5, 2628 CC Delft. 
Attendance is free of charge. Registering 
is not obligatory but nonetheless  
recommended due to catering and room  
capacity Please register via this link.

The symposium is moderated by Desiree Hoving, scientific  
journalist. It is organised by TU Delft Library in  
collaboration with the Faculty of Technology, Policy  
and Management, the Faculty of Architecture and the 
Built Environment and the Van Swinden Laboratory. For 
more information, please contact the Academic Heritage 
Team of TU Delft Library via heritage@tudelft.nl.

https://tudelftlibrary.collector-survey.tudelft.nl/nq.cfm?q=8C58E7BD-D990-4683-B8C7-CF595E5B3751

