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Introduction
The Dutch Foundation for Academic Heritage (SAE) is a collaboration of Dutch universities and 
other managing bodies of Dutch academic heritage. This brochure gives an overview of the 
activities and history of this special collaboration, a collaboration that was taking place even 
before SAE was founded in 2000.

Participating Universities
There are currently eleven participating universities and one associated member of the SAE.
An introduction to each university, including the highlights of their collections and their future 
points of focus, can be found in the brochure. 
The SAE members are: University of Amsterdam, Delft University of Technology, Eindhoven 
University of Technology, University of Groningen, Leiden University, Maastricht University, 
Radboud University Nijmegen, Tilburg University, Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam, Wageningen UR 
and Utrecht University. Museum Boerhaave is an associated member of SAE.

In its current form, SAE functions as a network for heritage managers within universities. 
It promotes the interests associated with academic heritage within governing bodies, 
governmental institutions and within the broader �eld of academic heritage. The SAE is 
also involved with raising subsidies for collaborative initiatives.

Main activities
The SAE network contributes to the professionalisation of collection management within 
universities. It addresses the importance of collection management in- and outside the 
universities e.g. the need and possibilities of documentation and preservation of archives of 
scientists and professors. The projects and activities contribute to the better usage of academic 
collections in education and research, to a greater knowledge of the collections by a wider 
audience, and to raise a university’s pro�le. SAE remains open to collaboration with other 
parties.

Dutch Foundation for Academic Heritage | 20 years of collaboration   



2 3

 

SAE manages, among other things, three websites: www.academischerfgoed.nl, SAE’s 
corporate website, www.academischecollecties.nl, where collections and objects from member 
universities are presented online and www.medischerfgoed.nl, which features the main pieces 
of Dutch medical heritage. This website is an initiative of Medisch Conservatoren Nederland 
(medical curators of the Netherlands).

Besides the regular national meeting of 
collection managers, SAE organises 
symposiums, workshops and specialist 
meetings on various topics, meant to 
stimulate professionalism and to deal 
with current issues related to academic 
heritage. Three times a year, the SAE 
publishes a printed newsletter.

At the end of each year, the annual SAE 
symposium and Dijksterhuislezing 
(Dijksterhuis lecture) take place. This 
historical science lecture is named after 
Eduard Jan Dijksterhuis (1892-1965), 
who worked in the discipline of natural 
sciences as well as the humanities. The 
Dijksterhuislezing has been organised 
by one of SAE’s member universities 
since 2004.

Core functions of the SAE

coordinate and stimulate professiona-
lisation of collection management;

complete collaborative projects, fur-
thering the accessibility and availability 
of academic heritage and raising funds 
for this purpose;

continually promote the value and 
possibilities of academic heritage, 
bringing awareness to policymakers and 
the general public.
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History of the 
Dutch Foundation for 
Academic Heritage (SAE) 
In the early nineties, in the Netherlands, the Deltaplan voor Cultuurbehoud (Delta plan for the 
Preservation of Culture) was brought into e� ect. It was named after the original Dutch Delta 
Plan that protects the Netherlands against high water levels.  The goal of the Deltaplan voor 
Cultuurbehoud was the preservation and maintenance of important heritage in public 
collections in the Netherlands. 

Following this plan, the four ‘classical’ universities, Leiden, Groningen, Utrecht and Amsterdam, 
expressed their concerns regarding academic heritage. A structural shortage of resources had 
made it impossible for them to properly manage their academic heritage. In the brochure 
Universitaire collecties en cultuurschatten (University collections and cultural treasures), they 
insisted having a fund established to carry out overdue maintenance. 

In 1995 a commission (De Wied) made an inventory of the wealth and diversity of academic 
heritage at Dutch universities, and made note of the, quite often worrisome, state of the 
collections. A management and preservation programme already existed for library collections. 
What was at stake was the heritage acquired over the centuries, the result of hundreds of years 
of academic research and education. The diverse collections of instruments, zoological 
specimens, archaeological � nds, models, illustrations et cetera, re� ect the development of 
science and the cultural context in which science was carried out and taught. Moreover, 
they show the histories and identities of the universities that have built up this heritage. 
The commission concluded that the Ministry of Education, Culture and Science should create 
a fund to grant subsidies for the conservation of important academic heritage collections.
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A guide for the future, 
based in the past

The governing body of The Dutch Foundation for Academic Heritage consists of represen-
tatives per university from the group of collection managers and members selected by the 
Executive Board. There is an independent chairman who is a former university chancellor. 
Since 2014, that is prof. dr. ir. J.T. Fokkema, a geophysicist and former chancellor of TU Delft. 
In this interview, he gives his personal view on the future of academic heritage. 

“SAE must be a guide for the future, based in the past”, says Fokkema, who calls it an honour 
to be the chairman of the foundation. His primary objective is to ensure that SAE uses existing 
heritage to keep scienti�c curiosity alive. “In the philosophy of science, the properly asked 
question is the starting point for the correct answer and you can not separate the development 
of science from the development of that question. On the other hand, the academic world 
must show the citizen how this works.”

This means that not only the result – the academic publication – matters, but also the path 
leading up to that result. To this end, it is essential that, for example, the infrastructure of 
laboratory experiments be kept. At the moment, this happens far too little, which is why a 
protocol for digital reporting is necessary. “Every scientist should consider this to be his or 
her own responsibility. That should be left out of the usual university chaos,” says Fokkema. 
“They need to be ‘add-on archives’ that, one way or another, are saved. This is di�cult in times 
of limited �nancial means. It’s an expensive business and often not a top priority for a university 

to put money into. That calls for investments.”  The maintenance of 
academic heritage then becomes not only the showing of the 
equipment with which results were achieved but also the reporting 
on the actual research done. 

Fokkema: “I personally think it would be ideal if – after consulting with 
the universities as keepers of academic heritage – that could happen.” 
He also draws a parallel with the role of university libraries that are 
increasingly functioning as research centres. “I believe in the 
innovation, that change of roles, but that needs to be done carefully. 
Because I was the headmaster of a university, I know very well where 
the problem areas lie… With add-on archives, you’d be able to create 
a fantastic story about, for example, astronomy in the Netherlands, 
which is famous all over the world.”
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In 1997, the Ministry made a budget of 12 million guilders (approximately 5.5 million Euros) 
available. This was followed by a subsidy of 1.6 million Euros in 2001. Since then, more then 50 
projects have been successfully carried out to maintain and make this academic heritage 
accessible. In 2007, the last project funded by these subsidies was completed. In this ten-year 
period, an impressive amount of work has 
been done in the area of conservation and 
digitisation, resulting in a wonderful 
publication entitled Universitaire collecties 
in Nederland (University collections in the 
Netherlands). 

The Dutch Approach 
Dutch universities have worked together 
for almost twenty years now to maintain 
their academic heritage while creating a 
greater degree of visibility and usefulness. 
In 2000, this ‘Dutch Approach’ led to the 
formation of  the Foundation for Academic 
Hertiage. The focus has shifted from an 
initial necessity to save the collections to 
the renewed commitment to using 
heritage collections in education and 
research, science communication, and 
university representation. The collabora-
tion of academic and museum collections 
managers across the country has grown 
strongly in recent years.

50 completed 
projects
At the start, the projects focussed on 
collections that were categorised as the most 
important and valuable – the so-called 
A-collections. Selection, maintenance and 
accessibility were the priorities. In total, 
approximately 50 projects have been 
completed. Some were collaborative projects, 
others speci�c for one of the institutions. 
They were projects of the four ‘classical 
universities and Delft. Later, the University of 
Wageningen joined in with one of the 
national projects. 

A full list of projects can be found on the SAE 
website: www.academischerfgoed.nl

Interview with chairman 
professor Fokkema
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First Light 
For the photography project First Light, Huis 
Marseille, Museum for Photography and 
Netherlands Research School for Astronomy 
(NOVA) worked together. It took place in 
2010 and was a successful collaboration that 
brought together art and astronomy. 
First Light included:

an inventory of photographic-astro-
nomic heritage in Dutch university and 
museum collections;
a retrospective of photography and 
astronomy;
an impressive catalogue;
a symposium in Felix Meritis, European 
Centre for the Arts and Science in 
Amsterdam.

Professors and their archives
In 2015, SAE initiated a well-received report 
on the topic of historic archives of university 
professors and how these types of archives 
can be documented and preserved. SAE will 
continue with this topic in a new project, 
aiming to deliver concrete contributions 
to the archiving and accessibility of the 
‘legacy’ left by university professors in the 
Netherlands.
In coming years, a network of experts such 
as science historians, collection managers 
and archivists will meet in a series of ‘expert 
meetings’ where they  will discuss various 
aspects of the documentation, preservation 
and presentation  of these archives.
One of the outcomes will be an online 
historic overview of all the professors in 
the Netherlands that will help to organise 
the collections and archives and guide the 
user to the relevant repositories located at 
various universities.

2 3

Expedition Wikipedia
Under the title ‘Expeditie Wikipedia’ 
(Expedition Wikipedia), together with the 
Tropenmuseum the SAE has organised a 
project to make heritage collections of 
scienti�c expeditions and research journeys 
from several universities available through 
Wikipedia. Together with the Wikipedia 
community and the participating institu-
tions, the scans or other recordings were 
made available on Wikimedia Commons. 
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An important element in this process was 
the so-called Wikipedian in Residence (WIR). 
This guest editor, from the Wikipedia 
community, coordinated the process, the 
events, lectures and workshops for 
Wikipedia volunteers, students and heritage 
employees. For more information visit: 
www.expeditiewikipedia.nl.

SAE Projects in the spotlight
Aside from its regular activities, SAE initiates new projects and activities resulting from
its own network of collection managers and collaborations with other organisations.
In recent years this has led to many activities and projects. We highlight three of them. 

1
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University of Groningen
In 2014, the University Library brought together the strengths of Special Collections and the 
University Museum to create the Heritage department.
Its aim is to achieve greater accessibility, intensi� ed use and continuing development of the 
collections, and the intensi� cation of related expertise.
A priority is to increase the digital accessibility of collections via open access. 
RUG has a considerable number of interesting individual pieces but it’s importance lies in the 
uniqueness of the collections as a whole in the north of the Netherlands. The University 
Museum manages important collections in medical anatomy, ethnography, natural history and 
natural science, as well as the collections pertaining to the university’s own history. Other 
important collections can be found at the Documentation Centre for Dutch Political Parties 
(Documentatiecentrum Nederlandse Politieke Partijen; DNPP) and the Groningen Institute for 
Archaeology.
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Leiden University
Although it’s rich holdings point to a long collecting history, Leiden University Libraries 
(founded in 1575) also has plenty of ambitions for the future. One of them is the completion of 
the Asian Library in 2017, built to house Leiden’s world-renowned and extensive Asian 
collections under one roof. It includes the largest collection on Indonesia worldwide and some 
of the foremost collections on South and Southeast Asia, China, Japan and Korea.
All physical, electronic and digital holdings are available through one online catalogue. 
Manuscripts, archives, rare books, maps, prints, drawings and photographs can be found using 
the Special Collections tab. In the process of digitising our heritage collections, we are 
collaborating with a growing number of international initiatives and heritage institutions.

University Utrecht
The University Museum of University 
Utrecht aims to make academic heritage 
and science accessible for a larger audience 
and its collection is used for education 
purposes. Scienti� c literacy, inquiry-based 
learning and active public participation are 
important starting points for the University 
Museum.
The museum aims to become the Nether-
lands’ foremost research museum: a 
dynamic meeting place created around the 
collection, where the visitor can contribute 
to research and experience how scienti� c 
research is conducted in a living lab 
environment.
Utrecht University was founded in 1634.
The collection covers all the university’s 
disciplines, with emphasis on the natural 
sciences, medicine/veterinary medicine, and 
dentistry. With over 200,000 objects, it is the 
largest history of science collection in the 
Netherlands. 
One of the crown jewels of the Utrecht 
University Library collection is the Utrecht 
Psalter, recently added to UNESCO’s 
Memory of the World Register. The Special 
Collections of the University Library 
contains a vast collection of handwritings, 
books from before 1901, rare pieces of later 
periods and maps.

University of Amsterdam
During the Golden Age many dissenting 
political and religious writings could only be 
published in the tolerant city of Amsterdam. 
University collections date mainly from two 
� owering periods of the city: the Golden 
Age (late 16th and 17th century) and the 
Industrial Age (19th and early 20th century).
The Special Collections of the UvA has a 
reading room. The archaeological Allard 
Pierson Museum has a permanent display. 
Furthermore the university houses 
anatomical museum Vrolik and a computer 
museum. 
Book history, the Golden Age and popular 
culture are three of the focal points of the 
Special Collections. The Allard Pierson 
Museum is particularly important due to the 
broadness of its collections through which 
the stories of many cultures can be told.
The collaboration between the Allard 
Pierson Museum and the Special Collections 
will continue to grow in the future, whether 
it is in putting together exhibits or in 
furthering education and research. 

Members of SAE
The 12 members of the Dutch Foundation 
for Academic Heritage introduce 
themselves.
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Radboud University 
Nijmegen
Radboud University Nijmegen was 
established in 1923 under the name 
Catholic University Nijmegen. The Radboud 
Foundation was the driving force behind 
this initiative. With their own university, 
Dutch Catholics sought to promote the 
emancipation of Roman Catholics in the 
Netherlands. 
Today, Radboud University continues its 
commitment to emancipation but is also 
proud of its academic past. Heritage 
collections are not only housed at the 
University Archive but can also be found at 
the following locations:

Museum for Anatomy and Pathology
University Library (manuscripts, early 
printed books, publisher’s book 
bindings)
Catholic Documentation Centre (KDC) 
(collections concerning Roman Catholic 
life in the Netherlands)
Centre for Art Historical Documentation 
(CKD)
Faculty of Science (botany collection 
concerning Solanaceae, Herbarium).

Maastricht University
The University Library of Maastricht 
University holds a number of special 
collections, which are of signi� cant value 
to society, education and research both now 
and in the future. The well-known Jesuit 
Collection, with over 250,000 valuable 
works of scienti� c, legal and theological 
signi� cance, is of particular importance. 
Several of the cultural heritage collections 
are speci� cally Limburg in orientation, such 
as the personal library of Limburg poet 
Pierre Kemp and the documentation 
collection by painter Charles Eyck.
In addition to visits and exhibitions, MU 
explores innovative ways to promote and 
highlight the collections – a study trip to 
China, for example, where students follow in 
the footsteps of the Jesuits. We’ve chosen a 
proactive approach to bringing our cultural 
heritage collections into the limelight in 
order to make their value more visible for 
our di� erent stakeholders and target 
groups. Our special collections can be 
visited upon request. 
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Delft University of Technology (TUD)
TUD’s collections represent the history of research and education in engineering at the oldest 
technical university in the Netherlands (founded in 1842). The university strives to create a 
full-corporate collection and wants to avoid focussing on a discipline-oriented set of collec-
tions. Still, a number of collections have naturally formed around particular disciplines such as 
geodesy (landsurveying, levelling and earth observation), electrical engineering (energy 
technology and electronics) and mathematics ((electro)mechanical calculators and computers). 
TU Delft has recently started a programme in which the management and conservation of 
heritage, as well as its visibility within and beyond the university campus, has been given a 
prominent place.

 

Wageningen UR (University and Research centre)
Wageningen UR Library’s Special Collections show the history of food and the green living 
environment in the Netherlands and the former colonies.
The reading room of the Special Collections is opened from 09:00 – 13:00 during which time a 
temporary exhibition can be viewed, featuring highlights from the collection. Part of the 
collection is available in digital form at www.wageningenur.nl/imagecollections. 
There is a large collection of designs and archive material from landscape architects such as 
Leonard Springer and Mien Ruys.
The focus of Special Collections is Collections is Wageningen UR’s heritage, which has de� ned 
the history of food and the green environment in the Netherlands, in relation to education and 
research at Wageningen UR.

Dutch Foundation for Academic Heritage | 20 years of collaboration   
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Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam (VU)
The VU library manages a number of special collections. It includes an art collection, portraits of 
university professors and scienti� c heritage, such as old instruments. Old manuscripts and 
prints, a maps collection, the old VU archives (going back to the time of the university’s 
foundation in 1880) and the Protestant heritage collections are also included in these 
collections. These last four collections are accessible through the library catalogue, and can be 
studied in the reading room. Some of the art, portraits and academic heritage can be viewed in 
public areas of the university. All the collections highlight, in their own way, the distinctive 
character of the VU. A new programme has been started in 2016 that will help de� ne and map 
out the collections more clearly and bring the collections to the attention of the public more 
than has been the case in the past.

Museum Boerhaave 
The collections of Museum Boerhaave bear witness to more than 5 centuries of innovation in 
the area of science and medicine, such as Antoni van Leeuwenhoek’s microscopes, Stratingh’s 
electric automobile, the arti� cial kidney invented by Kol�  and Mark Prost’s lab-grown burger. 
The Times has included Boerhaave as the only heritage museum in the Netherlands on its list of 
’50 best museums of the world’. 
Boerhaave strives to remain contemporary and connected with current societal developments. 
In cooperation with relevant parties and through its collection, the museum seeks to re� ect on 
trends such as food safety, recycling, medicine use and energy. Boerhaave sees the past as 
leading up to the present and the future. It helps the Netherlands develop as a knowledge- 
based economy, not only through its exhibits but also through its educational programmes 
designed to stimulate young people’s interest in the world of science and technology.
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Eindhoven University of 
Technology (TU/e)
‘Where innovation starts’ is the motto of 
TU/e. After all, engineers are people who 
tend to look to the future. How can 
academic heritage at a young (60 year-old) 
university play a role in telling new 
generations of students about the history of 
science? A � ne example is Martinus van 
Marum’s electrostatic machine constructed 
in the year 1784 and on display at Teyler’s 
Museum in Haarlem ever since. In 1968, 
technicians from Eindhoven built an exact 
copy of Van Marum’s machine (See the 
image on the cover of this brochure). Their 
replica has been given a prominent place in 
FLUX, the new building of the Electrical 
Engineering and Applied Physics depart-
ments, where scientists dedicate themselves 
to topics like Photonics and Nanophysics. 
The electrostatic machine, once an 
instrument used by scientists to push the 
boundaries of knowledge, now symbolizes 
how the � eld of electrical engineering 
evolved from physics.    

Tilburg University
Tilburg University is a young university, 
oriented towards social studies. Its 
academic heritage consists of mainly unique 
theological book collections, such as the 
collection from the Capuchin monks and 
from the major seminary of Haaren. These 
collections also contain material from 
related disciplines.
Tilburg University also maintains the 
Collection of the Province of North Brabant. 
This on-loan collection is centred on the 
history of the province.
The collections contain not only maps, 
prints and drawings, but also medieval 
manuscripts, incunabula and preciosa.
The collections can be retrieved and 
consulted online and documents can be 
viewed in person, on request, during 
opening times. The collections are currently 
being digitised. 
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for Academic Heritage

The o�ces of the SAE are located in Artis 
Library (Artis Bibliotheek), a nineteenth-
century library in Amsterdam, next to the Artis 
Zoo. Since 2005, the Artis Library has been part 
of the Special Collections at the University of 
Amsterdam.

Contact with the SAE
Foundation for Academic Heritage / Stichting 
Academisch Erfgoed
Plantage Middenlaan 45
1018 DC Amsterdam
The Netherlands

www.academischerfgoed.nl 
e-mail sae@uva.nl 

Coördinator: Frank Meijer
f.t.meijer@academischerfgoed.nl 
+31 (0)20 525 20 44 / +31 (0)6 82 72 77

Contact SAE-members
See for an overview of contact information 
and websites:
www.academischerfgoed.nl/deelnemende-
instellingen
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